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SD Department of Agriculture
FY19 SCBG Projects 

#1) Growing Healthier Lakota Youth by Increasing Natural Foods Knowledge & Consumption.  $29,924

With the Winyan Toka Win Garden as our foundation and bounty, the Cheyenne River Youth Project will 
increase Lakota teen’s knowledge and consumption of fresh fruits and vegetables by engaging them in Food 
Sovereignty and Social Enterprise Internships that provide intensive and hands on opportunities to learn about 
healthy eating through gardening, cooking and learning to make smart nutrition choices.  We will also launch the 
new Keya Food Truck to offer our community an additional healthy breakfast and lunch option, and it will 
provide a second location for our Leading Lady Farm Stand, increasing access to our youth and home-grown 
vegetables.

#2) Food as a Relative: Welcoming Fresh Produce into the Home.  $37,998

The REDCO Food Sovereignty Initiative will increase the amount of specialty crops purchased and consumed on 
the Rosebud Indian Reservation by launching a marketing and educational campaign for specialty crops that will 
help overcome community barriers to accessibility. As a result of this project, we anticipate that adults and 
children on Rosebud will have increased knowledge of and familiarity with a variety of specialty crops. In order to 
achieve the proposed outcomes, we will undertake a variety of activities, including developing and distributing 
educational materials on preparing, cooking, storing, and preserving specialty crops; conducting community 
cooking demonstrations at farmers’ markets, grocery stores, and other venues; and hosting hands-on workshops 
open to community members such as harvesting events, garden workdays, canning and other food preservation 
workshops, all designed to increase familiarity and comfort with specialty crops.

#3) Project Fresh $16,205

The Heart of the Whetstone Valley Horizons will expand the production and increase the sales of fresh produce in 
an effort to improve healthy eating habits and improve the economy of the producers of specialty crops. The 
biggest expenditure of this project will be to hire market manager and other personnel.  The circulation of 
pamphlets, direct mail, and newspaper articles will inform business and consumers about availability of produce.  
A networking campaign will allow producers and consumers to converse about said production.  A city link 
already exists so why not get involved and create marketing information for a positive economic impact for our 
community.  Specialty crop producers need promotion activities like coupons or taste testing to compete with 
regular market.  Also, personal visits can fulfill the gap between those who produce fresh fruits and vegetables and 
those who consume them.  A ledger, written by the reporter, can record the production of sales and specialty 
crops.  Reports can inspire new producers and encourage those who know how to produce but lack skills to 
market. The grant monies can accomplish the ability for specialty crop producers to successfully sell their produce.  
It can also achieve the knowledge that fresh produce is available for local menus whether it be in school, care 
center, eating establishments, or on grocery store shelves. In conclusion, it is important for communities whether 
it be city wide, county borders, or state lines to stand together, promote the use of specialty fresh vegetables and 
fruits in order to obtain a healthier life style, and continue to improve the economy of these areas.



#4) Develops marketing plan to increase sales & consumption of Specialty Crops in South
Dakota.  $111,211

South Dakota Specialty Producers Association (SDSPA) will develop and implement an organizational marketing 
plan to assist producers increase sales and increase the consumption of specialty crops and local food through 
marketing strategies, and training opportunities

#5) EAT, SD (Education and Training in Sustainability and Development) $50,000

Western Dakota Tech recently took first place in the National Science Foundation’s 2018 Community College 
Innovation Challenge.  In this project, aquaponics, a combination of hydroponics and aquaculture, was integrated 
into the technical training in Electrical Trades with the overarching goal of solving world hunger.  The natural 
symbiotic and cyclical processes within aquaponics allow for cutting-edge electrical process control.  Our system 
integrates advanced electrical automation technology giving students hands-on training using a real-world 
application.  As a continuation of this success, we propose expanding our current project, EAT, SD.  For this 
expansion, a controlled environment agriculture facility will be implemented by Western Dakota Tech to increase 
both specialty crop production yields and awareness of locally-sourced commodities.  Courses in the WDT 
Aquaponics, Electrical Trades, Environmental Engineering Technician, and Farm & Ranch Management programs 
will include curriculum focused on developing, maintaining, and studying the results from crops grown in this 
facility. We will also provide public education and seminars on aquaponics and the specialty crops grown. Data 
gathered will drive decisions on how to develop aquaponics systems for public use.

#6) 2020 South Dakota State Fair Wine Pavilion $21,500

The South Dakota State Fair Wine Pavilion brings tremendous added value to the State Fair experience as well as 
allows for South Dakota wineries, breweries and distilleries to showcase their products and where consumers can 
taste and sample South Dakota wines, beers, and spirits. Goals include:
• Increase the number of consumers who are exposed to and sample South Dakota wine, beer and spirits. 
• Increase the exposure and name recognition for South Dakota wineries, breweries and distilleries, thereby 
increasing their sales. 
• Expand the scope of the pavilion to include more specialty producers such as micro-breweries and 
distilleries.

FY18 SCBG Projects 

#1.)  Development of Statewide Farmers Markets Collaborative Support System and Specialty 
Crop/Local Foods Brand.  $52,487 

South Dakota Specialty Producers Association (SDSPA) facilities plan to coordinate farmers markets statewide 
while utilizing farmers market promotion resources and working to build a South Dakota Specialty Crop/Local 
Foods brand through a collaborative effort with the SD Local Foods Coalition Partners. 



#2.) Specialty Crops in the Classroom: Educating South Dakota’s Youth through Mobile Classroom Growing 
Systems. $27,835.39 

The Edmunds Central School District presents a proposal that would build upon its current project that aims to 
dramatically impact the exposure to and consumption of specialty crops by developing mobile classroom growing 
systems geared toward educating and providing opportunities to consume specialty crops not consumed by PreK‐6 
students in South Dakota due to limitations associated with the per student allocation for general education and the 
Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program and obtaining such crops beyond their growing season in three phases:  phase 
one involved research and development implemented by the Edmunds Central science department perfecting 
protocols and curriculum associated with growing specialty crops in classrooms for education and consumption 
purposes during the 2017‐18 school year, phase two has successfully recruited 50 teachers to implement the same 
mobile growing systems in their classrooms, and phase three will coordinate their usage during the 2018‐19 and 
2019‐20 school years.  Throughout all three phases, extensive efforts have thus far been made to recruit and retain 
educators into the project and promulgate the concept of growing specialty crops in classrooms for educational and 
nutritional purposes through presentations, workshops, and published work.  This application seeks to build upon 
these successes by expanding curriculum support to middle school and high school grades through the development 
of in‐depth specialty crop curriculum support for higher level learning and expanding material and supplies support 
to an additional 17 teachers for the specialty crops cohort. 

#3.) Rebel Earth Farms: Specialty Crops Incubator Farm Project. $40,000 

Rebel Earth Farm is a cooperative of local, tribal, disabled, or specialty crop farmers. The purpose of Rebel Earth 
Farms – Incubator hub (REF‐IH) is to provide landless, limited resource people with free access to land and 
resources, with the purpose of enhancing the competitiveness of specialty crops through more sustainable, diverse 
and resilient specialty crop systems (high tunnels) increased access and greater capacity of sustainable practices of 
specialty crop production. By training these new, socially‐disadvantaged specialty crop producers to work together 
on the incubator, REF‐IH is working to improve efficiency in the specialty crop distribution system and to reduce the 
costs, incurred by these new producers, of producing and distributing food to a food insecure populace. Rebel Earth 
Farms and its incubator specialty crop farmers will increase the utilization of specialty crops by local businesses by 
consolidating marketing efforts that focus on increasing sales by these new producers to area schools.

#4.) Connecting Students with Specialty Crop Growers: Beyond Internships $33,821 

South Dakota State University will facilitate ongoing learning partnerships between specialty crop producers and 
undergraduate or graduate students on campus. In this pilot project students will be paired with individual growers 
and learn about crops, management, best practices and challenges. 

#5.) Brewing Beer with Frozen Hops and Freeze-Dried Hops. $15,000 

Dakota Hops LLC has developed three new methods for preserving hops for the brewing industry, that include 
mechanical (conventional) freezing of hops a 0 degrees Fahrenheit: cryogenic freezing of hops at minus 120 degrees 
Fahrenheit: and freeze drying. This grant will continue testing hops to determine whether they improve the flavor 
and aroma of beer. 



#6.) Hydrothermal Application for Sustainable Agriculture.  $42,435 

Southern Hills Economic Development Corporation (hereafter referred to as SHEDCO) will partner with SDSU and 
Sweet and Sassy, to develop a heating system prototype using hydrothermal energy for year‐round production.   
The project will provide educational outreach to area ranchers, farmers, ag related youth groups, high school and 
university level students about what value-added agricultural products are viable using hydrothermally generated 
heat. The project will increase access and consumption through availability in an area designated as a food desert. The 
application of a regionally viable technology‐hydrothermal energy‐ to heat greenhouse structures will significantly 
decrease the overhead cost of production A consistent heat source will create sustainable production throughout the 
year, and off set weather and other natural impediments to year‐round production.  Decreasing the distance from 
producer to consumer will significantly decrease the Carbon footprint cost as well has threats from microbial and 
chemical sources.  Most importantly the project can be replicated throughout Fall River County allowing for the 
development of a new value‐added agriculture‐based economy. 

#7.) Increasing the Consumption of Locally‐Grown Specialty Crops in Southeastern South Dakota.  
$49,911 

This proposal will raise the comfort level of chefs and consumers in purchasing, storing and preparing local specialty 
crops, ultimately leading to people in southeast of South Dakota eating more high-quality vegetables, fruits and other 
unique greens.  As the consumption of locally fresh food increases, the demand will allow new farmers to enter the 
marketplace producing specialty crops that are profitable and build local economies. 

#8.) 2019 South Dakota State Fair Wine Pavilion.  $35,100 

The South Dakota State Fair Wine Pavilion brings tremendous added value to the State Fair experience as well as 
allows for South Dakota wineries, breweries and distilleries to showcase their products and where consumers can 
taste and sample South Dakota wines, beers, and spirits. Goals include: Increase the number of consumers who are 
exposed to and sample South Dakota wine, beer and spirits. Increase the exposure and name recognition for South 
Dakota wineries, breweries and distilleries, thereby increasing their sales. Expand the scope of the pavilion to include 
more specialty producers such as micro‐breweries and distilleries. 

FY17 SCBG Projects 

#1.)  Honey Lodge Native Prairie Restoration Garden‐ a sustainable indigenous solution to increase bee food and 
honey production.  $43,431.87 

Lakota Youth Development youth led social enterprises, Honey Lodge will increase pesticide free, sustainable forage 
for honey bees by creating a restoration garden from native prairie medicinal edible plants, fruit trees, shrubs to 
increase honey production, educate native youth and communities about bee habitat, benefits of local honey. Youth 
will learn critical skills and gain experience as apprentices in specialty crop production and provide bee keeping 
education. 



#2.) South Dakota Partnership Expand Specialty Crop Education, Production & Marketing and Build Agri‐
Business. $89,407 

South Dakota Specialty Producers Association (SDSPA) re‐energizes the SD Local Foods consortium to create a 
streamlined statewide effort to develop and coordinate needed statewide policy to provide training and resources for 
producers, and to expand awareness in consumers of local foods as a unique South Dakota “Experience” that benefits 
producers, citizens, and travelers.  

#3.) P3: Prepare, Preserve, Promote Specialty Crops. $10,934 

The Vermilion Area Farmers Market will promote and increase sales and consumption of specialty crops. Specialty 
crops and producers will be promoted through electronic and print marketing including newspaper advertising, 
posters, videos disseminated through social media, and a newly created website with resources on local producers, as 
well as hot to grow, prepare and preserve specialty crops in our region. They will also provide education on site at the 
farmers market about preparation and preservation of seasonal fruits and vegetables. Cooking and food preservation 
classes of site will further encourage consumers to purchase more specialty crops, especially from local producers.  

#4.) Specialty Crops in the Classroom: Educating South Dakota’s Youth through Mobile Classroom Growing 
Systems. $63,933.44 

The Edmunds Central School District presents a proposal that would dramatically impact the exposure to and 
consumption of specialty crops by developing mobile classroom growing systems geared toward educating and 
providing opportunities to consume specialty crops not consumed by PreK‐6 students in South Dakota due to 
limitations associated with the per student allocation for general education and the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable 
Program and obtaining such crops beyond their growing season in three phases:  phase one will involve research and 
development implemented by the Edmunds Central science department perfecting protocols and curriculum 
associated with growing specialty crops in classrooms for education and consumption purposes during the 2017‐18 
school year, phase two will involve training up to 50 teachers during the summer of 2018 onsite to implement the 
same mobile growing systems in their classrooms, and phase three will coordinate their usage during the 2018‐19 and 
2019‐20 school years.  Throughout all three phases, extensive efforts will be made to recruit and retain educators into 
the project and promulgate the concept of growing specialty crops in classrooms for educational and nutritional 
purposes through presentations, workshops, and published work. 

#5.) Diversifying Floriculture and Fruit and Vegetable Programs by Increasing Student Specialty Crop 
Consumption and Exposure. $25,982.53 

The Hoven School District proposes to increase the exposure to and the consumption of specialty crops among its 
Pre‐K through 12 populations. Specialty crops are not currently provided by our Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program 
but will be produced in the school’s green house and coordinated with the 7‐12 agriculture floriculture and plant 
science curriculum toward mass production. The fruit and vegetables will be offered to students through our district’s 
Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program.  

#6.) Improving Specialty Crop Competiveness through Reduction in Pesticide Drift. $29,695.48 

The Ag Services Division of the South Dakota Department of Agriculture will increase the profitability of specialty 
crops by deploying an online system to avoid crop damage from pesticide spray drift and develop an outreach 
campaign to drive industry participation.




